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Céad Míle Fáilte 
(A hundred thousand welcomes):

The Crossroads irish-American festival celebrates its 
8th year in 2011 and is bursting with new opportunities 
for you to discover and explore irish-American 
history and culture, with a particular focus this year on 
literature and oral history. 

We highlight oral history alongside the irish-American liter-
ary tradition because we understand that the oral tradition is an 
important foundation of irish-American cultural expression.  
Through the events of this year’s festival, we aim to explore the 
unique arc of irish-American literary history, and the link be-
tween the oral tradition and the written word.  in addition, we are 
eager to bring forward the voices of men and women who have 
participated in the newly launched Crossroads irish oral history 
Archive of the san francisco Bay Area.

Beginning on march 4th and closing on march 25th, this 21-day 
festival marks a year of growth and transformation as we are 
bringing eleven remarkable events to the community, showcas-
ing an astoundingly broad array of voices from literature, music, 
dance, theater, and spoken word.  These voices range from inter-
nationally award-winning musicians to those of men and women 
from our own local communities, including you!

our journey in producing the Crossroads festival is always reward-
ing and full of stories about the remarkable and meaningful ways 
that irish-Americans contribute to the culture and society of the 
san francisco Bay Area and beyond.  We are privileged in doing this 
work and grateful to the community for all of your support. 

each individual and business donating to the festival is directly 
responsible for the richness of what you see in this year’s festival 
calendar.  We thank you for all that you do, and for the chance to 
highlight the best and brightest in irish America in san francisco.

Be sure to log on to www.irishamericancrossroads.org to learn 
more about the festival.

We look forward to seeing you at ‘The Crossroads’.

With Best Regards,

Hillary Flynn and Margaret Mc Peake

Co-Producers, Crossroads irish-American festival 2011

A special thanks to our Media Sponsor

Message from Gerry Staunton

Consul General of Ireland

to the Organisers and Participants in the  

Crossroads Irish-American Festival 2011

it gives me great pleasure to extend warmest st Patrick’s day 

greetings to the organisers and Participants in the Crossroads irish-

American festival, 2011.

The st Patrick’s season provides a wonderful opportunity for the 

Global irish family to gather together to celebrate our common 

values and identity; it also provides us with a wonderful opportunity 

to celebrate what it means to be irish, and to participate with family 

and friends in irish cultural activities and heritage events, such as the 

Crossroads festival. 

irish men and women have brought the name of ireland to countless 

lands. They brought with them our culture and our unique history and 

they introduced peoples around the world to st Patrick and his people. 

They earned respect and admiration for the way they enriched their 

new homelands, often overcoming huge obstacles and difficulties. 

let me conclude by warmly congratulating all those who have played 

a part in organising this year’s Crossroads festival, and by wishing the 

event every success. 

We at the irish Consulate are proud to support the festival and look 

forward to attending the events.

Gerry staunton

Consul General of Ireland

san francisco 

Consulate General of Ireland

100 Pine St, Suite 3350

San Francisco, CA 94111

www.consulateofirelandsanfrancisco.org 
Árd-Chonsalacht na hÉireann

Telephone: (415) 392-4214

Fax: (415) 392-0885

sanfrancongen@dfa.ie




